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For so are the nature and function of government and the nature of domestic, national, and world peace con-ceivgd:
It follows, therefore, that to govern a country without li (rituals, and the principle of moral order) is like tilling a field without a plough. To observe li without basing it on the standard of right is like tilling the field and forgetting to sow the seeds. To try to do right without cultivating knowledge is like sowing the seeds without weeding the field. To cultivate knowledge without bringing it back to the aim of true manhood is like weeding the field without harvesting it. And to arrive at the aim of true manhood without coming to enjoy it through music is like harvesting and forgetting to eat the harvest. To enjoy true manhood through music and not arrive at complete harmony with nature is like eating and not becoming well fed, or healthy.
When the four limbs are well developed and the skin is clear and the flesh is full, that is the health of the body. When the parents and children are affectionate, the brothers are good towards one Another and the husband and wife live in harmony, that is the health of the family. When the higher officials obey the law and the lower officials are honest, the officers have regulated and well-defined functions and the king and ministers help one another on the right course, that is the health of the nation. When the Emperor rides in the carriage of Virtue, with Music as his driver, when the different rulers meet one another with courtesy, the officials regulate^ one another with law, the scholars urge one another by the standard of honesty, and the people are united in peace, that Is the health of the world. This is called the Grand Harmony (tashuri)*
For this and the following quotations, see Wisdom of Confucius [(Modern Library), pp. 239-240, and 252-261.